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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The twenty-second Annual General Meeting of Museums Aotearoa  
Te Tari o Ngā Whare Taonga o Te Motu,  

The Museums of New Zealand Inc  
will be held ONLINE via Zoom 

commencing at 3.00 pm 
on Wednesday 8 July 2020  

 

 
AGENDA 

 

Mihi 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of 2019 Annual General Meeting  

3. Matters Arising 

4. Annual Report  

5. Financial 

• Audited Accounts – 2019 Performance Report 

6. Results of Election of Board Members  

• Two Individual Member vacancies 

7. Appointment of Auditors 

8. Discussion items 

• Code of Ethics Review and Repatriation Addendum 

9. General Business 

 
 
 
 
 

Museums Aotearoa, PO Box 10 928, Wellington 
tel: (04) 499 1313 

mail@museumsaotearoa.org.nz   www.museumsaotearoa.org.nz 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAoc-qsrDkjEt1bAI66gqXpgNyCrO9xaqv5
https://www.museumsaotearoa.org.nz/publications/repository/museums-aotearoa-agm-draft-minutes-2019
https://www.museumsaotearoa.org.nz/publications/repository/museums-aotearoa-financial-report-2019
https://www.museumsaotearoa.org.nz/publications/repository/code-ethics-review-and-repatriation-addendum-2020
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Review of CoE and addition of Repatriation Appendix 

Museums Aotearoa is committed to regular review of the Code of Ethics. We also advise members that the 
project announced by Hon Carmel Sepuloni in 2018 has now resulted in a draft guidance document on 
repatriation, which is intended to be included as an appendix to the CoE. 

This paper outlines the background and proposed process to seek input into the review the CoE and 
inclusion of the repatriation addendum. 

MA Code of Ethics  

The current CoE was last reviewed and reprinted in 2013. That review included some additional appendices 
and clarification, but no substantial changes. Since 2013 there has been considerable international debate of 
the changing purposes and definition of 'museum', as well as significant shifts in social context both 
internationally and in Aotearoa.  

The aim of this review is to view the CoE and its appendices as living documents, ensure they are fit for 
purpose, make whatever amendments are appropriate, and consider additional narrative and/or case studies 
which will help to make the whole accessible and useful.  

National Repatriation Addendum for Kōiwi Tangata and Associated Burial Taonga within Aotearoa 

The purpose of this new Addendum is to offer guidance for museums in taking an ethical approach to the 
respectful management of kōiwi tangata within their care, with a presumption that repatriation to the source 
community should be the outcome wherever possible. It has been developed through a consultative process, 
led by Dr Amber Aranui.  

The Ngākahu National Repatriation Project was established in 2019 to provide support for the repatriation of 
kōiwi tūpuna (ancestral human remains) held in New Zealand museums. The project aims to support 
museums who are open to repatriation and assist them in successfully returning kōiwi tupuna back to their 
iwi, hapū and whānau. Dr Amber Aranui was contracted into the position of Kaiārahi Project Lead for 
Ngākahu. 

An important output of the project is the draft National Repatriation addendum for Kōiwi Tangata and 
Associated Burial Taonga intended for inclusion in the MA Code of Ethics and Professional Practice. This 
has been drafted by Dr Amber Aranui in partnership with the members of the New Zealand Repatriation 
Research Network of representatives from 20 museums, and with advice from Karanga Aotearoa's 
Repatriation Advisory Panel and other individuals. Karanga Aotearoa’s Repatriation Advisory panel formally 
endorsed the addendum at their most recent hui on 19 June 2020. 

Review process 

MA has established a committee to oversee the review process, and now opens the documents for 
consultation for a period of 3 months. There will be at least 3 hui (online and face to face) to provide 
opportunities for discussion. The aim is to gather input and complete the review by the end of 2020. 

The CoE Review Committee members are: 

Liz Cotton, MA Board, Head of Human History, Auckland Museum 
Olivia Taouma, MA Board, Teu La Vā Manager, Auckland Museum 
Jamie Metzger, MA Board, PhD candidate and Collection Assistant, Otago Museum 
Dr Amber Aranui, Kaiārahi/Project Lead, Ngākahu National Repatriation Project, Te Papa 
Victoria Esson, Head of Sector Development, National Services Te Paerangi, Te Papa 
Coralie O'Hara, Kotuitui Rangahau Repatriation Coordinator and Researcher, Auckland Museum 

Proposed hui TBC (including online option for each): 

August 19, Wellington – overview of ethics and definitions 
September TBC – the international and social context for ethics and repatriation 
September 23, Auckland – case studies and application of the CoE and guidelines 

Additional hui will be arranged if required. 

Written submissions can be made to ethics@museumsaotearoa.org.nz  

The review consultation will close on Monday 12 October 2020. 

mailto:ethics@museumsaotearoa.org.nz

