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The moon has always intrigued, influenced 
and inspired us. Now you have the opportunity 
to experience our Moon up close.
 
Nelson Provincial Museum Pupuri Taonga o Te 
Tai Ao proudly presents ‘Our Moon, Then Now 
& Beyond’, an engaging exhibition bringing 
together the history, science and possible future 
of our nearest celestial neighbour. 
 
Visitors will be spellbound by a four-metre 
illuminated artwork of the Moon which slowly 
rotates showing every aspect of this lunar 
wonderland. Created by UK-based artist Luke 
Jerram (creator of the ‘Museum of the Moon’) the 
artwork was produced using ultra-high resolution 
images and is the first commission created from 
the perspective of the Southern Hemisphere (the 
moon is the right way up!). It is also the first time 
one of these artworks revolves.
 

E x h i b i ti o n  O ve r v i ew

This exhibition tells the story of how people  
have looked at the Moon throughout history 
from both cultural and scientific perspectives,
from the earliest stories of cultural explanation 
to  the invention of telescopes and the latest 
developments in lunar exploration. This 
exhibition explores both mātauranga Māori 
and New Zealand’s growing role in the space 
economy. 

‘Our Moon’ is primarily aimed at families with 
children but has something for everyone. It 
includes collection and loan objects, image 
reproductions and a diverse range of interactive 
elements for visitors to engage with.
 
The exhibition is firmly grounded in the STEAM  
educational framework and uses art  
and hands-on activities to introduce more complex 
scientific information. The content creates 
opportunity for a vast range of public programmes.



VENUE REQUIREMENTS:

FLOOR AREA: 250m² minimum
SPATIAL AREA of at least 5m x 5m x 5m  
unobstructed space to display the moon
ABILITY to attach eyebolt to the ceiling that  
can bear a load weight of 50kg
STORAGE AREA: 30m³ for packing crates  
(crate list available on request)

AVAILABILITY
Bookings for ‘Our Moon’ are available from 
August 2022.

PREVIOUS VENUES:

Dec 2019 – April 2020 
Nelson Provincial Museum 
3 July – 8 Nov 2020
Canterbury Museum
8 May  – 4 July 2021  
Expressions Whirinaki (Moon Only)
9 July – 18 July 2021 
Dunedin Science Festival (Moon and Tellurion 
Only)
March - June 2022
Waikato Museum

E x h i b i ti o n  O ve r v i ew



This exhibition can provide a platform for a strong 
public programme specific to your local audiences. 

Examples of previous events include:
• Yoga under the Moon
• Musical performances by moonlight
• Shadow puppet performances
• School holiday programmes inspired  

by the moon and space
• Pūrākau and stories inspired by the Moon 

This exhibition offers potential for collaboration 

EDUCATION PROGRAMME

An online education programme is available for 
‘Our Moon’. It explores te ao Māori and how to 
live by the rhythm of te Marama, the Moon. It 
also shares pūrākau, waiata and stories, offering 
cultural perspectives around the Moon. There are 
also online kete containing science, physics and 
some fun facts about the Moon.  
 

with your community.

P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e nt



E x h i b i ti o n  &  Te c h n i ca l  D eta i l s

Target Audience This is a family friendly exhibition.  

Cost Exhibition Hire Fee:
 full exhibition NZD$8,000/month (excl. GST) 
 moon only NZD$5,000/month (excl. GST) 
  
 Artist Fee GBP £1,000.00 paid directly  
  to artist 

 Transport Fee All freight costs will be   
  covered by the exhibitor.
 
 Technician Costs Transport and    
  accommodation    
  plus a Per Diem of $98 per  
  day will be charged. The  
  technicians time is covered by  
  Nelson Provincial Museum.

Gallery Area Space required Minimum 250m² (Full Exhibition)
 
 Spatial area of at least 5m x 5m x 5m unobstructed space to   
 display the moon

Moon Specifications  

Transport Requirements 20ft Container 

Multimedia Requirements 5 x screens 

Storage Requirements 30m³ for packing crates   
 (crate list available on   
 request)

Security Requirements

Printing Requirements Printing required for some   
 vinyl labels. A full media   
 pack will be provided.

WE LOOK FORWARD  
TO BRINGING  
‘OUR MOON’ TO YOU!



This section explores historic and cultural 
perspectives of the Moon. An additional 
agreement can be made to include the large 
Atkinson Telescope from Cawthron Institute.   
This section also includes finely painted glass 
plates from the Nelson Provincial Museum 
collection alongside scientific perspectives of  
the Moon. Visitors can also discover what the 
Moon smells like!

E x h i b i ti o n  C o nte nt  Se cti o n  A 



E x h i b i ti o n  C o nte nt  Se cti o n  B

Visitors will be spellbound 
by Luke Jerram’s artwork as 
it slowly rotates revealing a 
unique 360° view of our nearest 
celestial neighbour.



Section C is an interactive section that explores astrophysics. 
Learn about the phases of the Moon and meet a few of the other 
moons in our solar system. Compare the effects of gravitational 
forces and find out what you would weigh on the Moon!

E x h i b i ti o n  C o nte nt  Se cti o n  C



Learn about lunar missions 
and the space race. Get an 
idea of what it felt like when 
humankind first went to the 
Moon. You can sit in a lounge 
and listen to the event, or be 
part of ‘mission control’.

E x h i b i ti o n  C o nte nt  Se cti o n  D



Find out more about current 
understanding of the Moon 
and its future. Could you be an 
astronaut? See the role that 
Aotearoa plays in the space 
economy.

E x h i b i ti o n  C o nte nt  Se cti o n  E



This section explores the 
possibility of life on the Moon, 
how humans might live there 
and more about the items that 
have been left on the surface 
of the Moon.

E x h i b i ti o n  C o nte nt  Se cti o n  F



“It was a well-designed 
and curated exhibition 
that looked really good 
(particularly from our Level 
3 landing). It was great for 
public programmes and 
had a wide appeal.”
Canterbury Museum, 
exhibition evaluation report. 

“This was the best 
exhibition we have been 
to here as it was the most 
interactive and held the 
children’s attention (age 3 
and 6) - and mine (former 
science teacher)”
Visitor feedback from exit 
survey  

“A magnificent exhibition. 
Amazing considering it is 
part of a regional museum. 
Worthy of National 
presentation”
Visitor feedback from exit 
survey 

CONTACT DETAILS
Phillipa Hamilton
Team Leader, Exhibition Delivery 
03 548 9588 (ext. 702)
phillipa.hamilton@museumnp.org.nz

E x h i b i ti o n  Res p o n se

“I want to work at NASA 
when I am older so [the 
Internship] is a great 
opportunity”
Visitor feedback from exit 
survey

nelsonmuseum.co.nz




